ALL RIGHTS RESERVED © 

No part of this book may be reproduced or utilized in any form or 
by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying 
and recording or by information storage and retrieval system, 
without the permission of the publisher. 


Aug : 2007 
Supervised by: 

ABDUL MALIK MUJAHID 




A Mercy to 
the Universe 

Author 

Sa‘eed ibn ‘Ali bin Wahf Al-Qahtani 

Translator 

Faisal bin Muhammad Shafeeq 



DARUSSALAM 


GLOBAL LEADER IN ISLAMIC BOOKS 





HEAD OFFICE 

P.O. Box: 22743, Riyadh 11416 K.SATel: 0096 -1-4033962/4043432 Fax: 4021659 
E-mail: damssalam@awalnet.net.sa, riyadh@dar-us-salam.com Website: www.dar-us-salam.com 


K.S.A. Darussalam Showrooms: 

Riyadh 

Olaya branch: Tel 00966-1-4614483 Fax: 4644945 
Malaz branch: Tel 00966-1-4735220 Fax: 4735221 
Suwailam branch: Tel & Fax-1-2860422 


Tel: 00966-2-6879254 Fax: 6336270 

• Madinah 

Tel: 00966-04-8234446, 8230038 
Fax: 04-8151121 

• Al-Khobar 

Tel: 00966-3-8692900 Fax: 8691551 

• Khamis Mushayt 

Tel & Fax: 00966-072207055 

• Yanbu Al-Bahr Tel: 0500887341 Fax: 04-3908027 

• Al-Buraida Tel: 0503417156 Fax: 06-3696124 
UAE 

• Darussalam, Sharjah U.A.E 

Tel: 00971-6-5632623 Fax: 5632624 
Sharjah@dar-us-salam.com. 

PAKISTAN 

• Darussalam, 36 B Lower Mall, Lahore 
Tel: 0092-42-724 0024 Fax: 7354072 

• Rahman Market, Ghazni Street, Urdu Bazar Lahore 
Tel: 0092-42-7120054 Fax: 7320703 

• Karachi, Tel: 0092-21-4393936 Fax: 4393937 

. Islamabad, Tel: 0092-51-2500237 Fax: 512281513 
U.S.A 

• Darussalam, Houston 

P.O Box: 79194 Tx 77279 

Tel: 001-713-722 0419 Fax: 001-713-722 0431 

E-mail: houston @dar-us-salam.com 

• Darussalam, New York 486A6an6c Ave, Brooklyn 
New York-11217, Tel: 001-718-625 5925 

Fax: 718-625 1511 

E-mail: darussalamny@hotmail.com 
U.K 

• Darussalam International Publications Ltd. 

Leyton Business Centre 

Unit-17, Etloe Road, Leyton, London, E10 7BT 

Tel: 0044 20 8539 4885 Fax:0044 20 8539 4889 

Website: www.darussalam.com 

Email: info@darussalam.com 

• Darussalam International Publications Limited 
Regents Park Mosque, 146 Park Road 
London NWS 7RG Tel: 0044- 207 725 2246 
Fax: 0044 20 8539 4889 


AUSTRALIA 

• Darussalam: 153, Haldon St, Lakemba (Sydney) 
NSW 2195, Australia 

Tel: 0061-2-97407188 Fax: 0061-2-97407199 
Mobile: 0061-414580813 Res: 0061-2-97580190 
Email: abumuaaz@hotamail.com 

CANADA 

• Islamic Book Service 

2200 South Sheridan way Mississauga, On 
L5J 2M4 

Tel: 001-905-403-8406 Ext. 218 Fax:905-8409 

• Nasser Khattab 

2-3415 Dixie Rd, Unit #505 
Mississauga 

Ontario L4Y 4J6, Canada 
Tel: 001-416-418 6619 

MALAYSIA 

• Darussalam International Publication Ltd. 

NO.109A, Jalan SS 21/1A, Damansara Utama, 
47400, Petaling Jaya, Selangor, Darul Ehsan, Malaysia 
Tel: 00603 7710 9750 Fax: 7710 0749 
E-mail: damssalm@streamyx.com 

FRANCE 

• Editions & Librairie Essalam 

135, Bd de Mdnilmontant- 75011 Paris 
T91: 0033-01- 43 38 19 56/ 44 83 
Fax:0033-01-43574431 
E-mail: essalam@essalam com. 

SINGAPORE 

• Muslim Converts Association of Singapore 

32 Onan Road The Galaxy 
Singapore- 424484 

Tel: 0065-440 6924, 348 8344 Fax: 440 6724 

SRI LANKA 

• Darul Kitab 6, Nimal Road, Colombo-4 
Tel: 0094 115 358712 Fax: 115-358713 

INDIA 

• Islamic Books International 

54, Tandel Street (North) 

Dongri, Mumbai 4000 09, INDIA 
Tel: 0091-22-2373 4180 
E-mail: ibi@irf.net 

SOUTH AFRICA 

• Islamic Da’wah Movement (IDM) 

48009 Qualbert 4078 Durban, South Africa 
Tel: 0027-31-304-6883 Fax: 0027-31-305-1292 
E-mail: idm@ion.co.za 


Contents 


Chapter Topic page 

Introduction 9 

1 His Lineage: The Best of the Best 21 

2 His Upbringing 27 

3 His Physical Description, and a Description of His (sg) 

Morals 43 

4 His Worship 57 

5 The Noble Prophet —a Mercy to Mankind 71 

First: How His i§ Mercy, as a General Phenomenon, 
Embraces all Beings— Humans, Jinns, Believers, 

Disbelievers, and even Animals 71 

Second: Categories of His Mercy, And its' Practical 

Implementation 74 

Mercy Towards Enemies 74 

His Mercy Towards Believers 81 

His Mercy Towards All Human Beings 84 

His Mercy Towards Children 86 

His Mercy Towards Daughters and Young Girls in General 86 

His Mercy Towards Orphans 87 

His Mercy Towards Women and The Weak 88 

His Mercy Towards Widows and The Poor 89 

His Mercy Towards Students of Knowledge 91 

His Mercy Towards Prisoners 92 

His Mercy Towards The Sick 92 



6 A Mercy To The Universe 

His Mercy Towards Animals 94 

6 His Kindness Towards Children Ill 

7 His Good Manners 121 

First: How He i§ Encouraged Others to Develop Good 

Manners 121 

Second: The Prophet's Good Manners 136 

8 His 3§| Generosity 137 

Two things helped convince the woman that she should 
embrace Islam 143 

9 The Prophet's Justice 145 

10 His Humbleness 159 

11 A Forgiving and Forbearing Leader 167 

12 His s|| Carefulness and Deliberateness 193 

13 His Gentleness and Softness 199 

First: How He $j|§ Would Encourage Muslims to be Gentle. . . . 199 
Second: The Prophet's Gentleness 203 

14 His Patience 217 

15 His m Bravery 253 

16 His Wisdom, and His sg Ability to Unite People and Make 

Peace between Them 267 

1) Building His Masjid 268 

2) Inviting the Jews of Al-Madinah to Islam 269 

3) Establishing Ties of Brotherhood Between the Muhajiroon 

(Muslims Who Migrated to Al-Madinah) and the Ansar 
(The Native Inhabitants of Al-Madinah) 272 

4) Providing Muslims with Proper Training and 

Guidance 274 

5) The New Constitution of Al-Madinah 282 

17 The Prophet's s|§ Eloquence 283 

18 His Miracles 287 

First: The Miracles of the Noble Qur'an 288 

1) The Qur'an's Eloquence 291 


Contents 


2) Information About the Unseen World 294 

3) The Miraculous Nature of the Qur' an's Laws and 

Legislations 295 

4) Modern-Day Knowledge 297 

Part Two: Physical or Tangible Miracles of the Prophet $g 298 

First: Miracles that Had to do with Outer Space 298 

Second: Miracles in the Sky 300 

Third: Miracles Pertaining to Human Beings, Animals, Jinns . 301 

Fourth: Miracles Pertaining to Trees, Fruits, and Wood 303 

Fifth: Miracles that Pertain to Mountains, Rocks, and 


Sixth: Miracles that Pertain to Water, Food, Drink, and 

Fruits 306 

Seventh: Help From Angels 308 

Eighth: How Allah it Guaranteed to Protect the 

Prophet 310 

Ninth: His Supplications Were Answered 313 

The Universality of the Prophet's jg Message 315 

Some Just and Honest Jewish and Christian Scholars 

Acknowledge the Truthfulness of the Prophet's Message 323 

Zaid ibn Sa'nah -sfe 327 

Two Young Jewish Men Embrace Islam While Lying 

on their Deathbeds 329 

Second: Christian Scholars Who Acknowledged the 

Truthfulness 330 

Salman Al-Farisee & 332 

Hiraql, the Emperor of Rome 334 

His (sg) Best Deeds Were His (jg) Final Deeds 337 

His ( jig ) Farewell to His (jit) Nation 343 

1) He jg Announces His Intention to Perform Hajj 343 

2) His (ji§) Farewell Advice to Muslims in Arafat 344 

3) His (j||) Speech at Al-Jamarat 348 



A Mercy To The Universe 


4) His (jH) Farewell Advice on the Day of An-Nahr 349 

5) His (sH) Farewell Advice in the Middle of the Days of At- 

Tashriq 351 

23 The Prophet's (jg) Farewell to Both the Living and the Dead. . . 359 

24 The Early Days of the Prophet's (jig) Illness 363 

25 A Sermon of Paramount Importance 373 

26 His (sg) Illness Takes a Turn for the Worse, and Some of the 
Things He (jg) Said During the Difficult Days that Followed .... 377 

27 Advice the Prophet jg Gave Just Prior to His Death 385 

28 When Given the Choice Between this World and the 

Hereafter, the Prophet ig Chose the Latter 393 

29 The Prophet jig Died a Martyr 399 

30 " Whoever W orships Allah, then Allah is Alive and does 

not Die 403 

31 The Calamity of the Prophet's ig Death 415 

32 The Prophet's Inheritance 419 

33 His jg Rights Over the People of His M Nation 423 

1) We Must Believe in Everything He #1 Came With 424 

2) We Must Obey Him 426 

3) We Must Follow Him 428 

5) Honoring the Prophet ig 434 

6) We Must Support the Prophet's Cause (i.e., the Cause of 

Islam); also, the Islamic Ruling Regarding One Who Curses 
the Prophet ig 435 

7) We Must Turn to Him for Judgment in Our Disputes 442 

8) We Must Respect the Prophet jig, without Exaggerating 

His Qualities and without Giving Him Anything Less than 
the Respect He ig Deserves 443 

9) We Must Send Salat Upon the Prophet ig; or in Other 

Words, We Must ask Allah it to Bless Him 445 


Introduction 


Indeed, all praise is for Allah; we praise Him, repent to Him, and 
seek His forgiveness and help. We seek refuge in Allah from the 
evil of our own selves and of our wicked deeds. Whomsoever 
Allah guides, none can lead astray; and whomsoever Allah leads 
astray, none can guide. And I bear witness that none has the right 
to be worshipped except Allah alone, and He has no partner; and I 
bear witness that Muhammad is His slave and Messenger. 

Allah M has sent Prophet Muhammad as a mercy not just to 
mankind, but to the world of jinns as well. Allah ff said: 

iz, \ Zj'fy 

"And We have sent you (O Muhammad) not but as a mercy for 
the 'Alamin (mankind, jinns and all that exists)." (Qur'an 21:107) 

Mercy is clemency and forbearance; mercy is the disposition to 
forgive or show compassion; mercy means a favor or a blessing; 
mercy further denotes the qualities of kindness, sympathy, 
generosity, and beneficence. Suffice is to say all of these 
qualities were present in abundance in the character of the 
Prophet ^§. 

He was a mercy not just to believers, but to disbelievers as well, 
for he would invite them to come out of darkness and into the 
light of true guidance. Allah fit said: 
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JS Jf A\ LlJr ^=4l $ iij 4l 

AAu 4^^ "S/ 

|^=Jl*J <.4I\tl4-aj 4ilt r«_«J ^_£j5l 

"Say (O Muhammad jg ) : "O mankind! Verily, I am sent to you 
all as the Messenger of Allah - to Whom belongs the dominion of 
the heavens and the earth . La ilaha ilia Huwa ( none has the right 
to be worshipped but He) . It is He Who gives life and causes 
death. So believe in Allah and His Messenger (Muhammad M), 
the Prophet who can neither read nor write (i.e. Muhammad j§|) 
who believes in Allah and His Words [(this Qur'an), the Taurat 
(Torah) and the Injil (Gospel) and also Allah's Word: "Be!" - 
and he was, i.e. Tesa (Jesus) son of Maryam (Mary)], and follow 
him so that you may be guided." (Qur'an 7:158) 

And in another verse, Allah ffl said: 

Ills l >» Jl J * \jA) bU 

"And (remember) when We sent towards you (Muhammad M) 
Nafran (three to ten persons) ofthejinns, (quietly) listening to 
the Qur'an, when they stood in the presence thereof, they said: 
"Listen in silence!" And when it was finished, they returned to 
their people, as wamers." (Qur'an 46:29) 

That Prophet Muhammad jg is a favor and blessing for mankind 
is clearly stated in this Verse: 

XjAj pxA, H ^ 

S-£ drJ dl^J <ui==*pjt_) p 4 ■_> J 


Introduction 


"Indeed Allah conferred a great favor on the believers when He 
sent among them a Messenger (Muhammad i|) from among 
themselves, reciting unto them His Verses (the Qur'an), and 
purifying them (from sins by their following him), and 
instructing them (in) the Book (the Qur'an) and Al-Hikmah 
[the wisdom and the Sunnah of the Prophet jg; (i.e. his legal 
ways, statements, acts of worship, etc.)], while before that they 
had been in manifest error." (Qur'an 3:164) 

The Prophet ig was a favor and blessing not just for Arabs, the 
people among whom he was sent, but for people of all races and 
colors. In a speech he gave during his Farewell Pilgrimage, the 
Prophet ig said, 

^ ^ t ij o\j oi ^4 iis i 

Sj-iS/ J (. 2jZi\ 

"O people, your Lord is One, and your father is one (i.e., 
Adam) . Lo! An Arab is not superior to a non-Arab, a non-Arab is 
not superior to an Arab, a red-skinned person is not superior to a 
black-skinned person, and a black-skinned person is not superior 
to a red-skinned person - except through At-Taqwa (piety, 
righteousness, fear of Allah ) . ,,[1] 

While today's non-Muslims acknowledge that Islam spread with 
lightning-like speed throughout the Arabian Peninsula — and 
beyond — many among them refuse to honestly investigate the 
reasons why. Prejudiced beyond reason — through their 

[1] Musnad Ahmad with the numbering of Al-Banna (12/226). Commenting on the 
level of authenticity of this narration, Al-Haithami wrote in Mujma’ Az-Zawdid 
(3/266), "Ahmad related it, and all of the men in its chain (i.e., all of the 
narrators) are men of As-Sahfli (i.e., are men who were so trustworthy that 
their narrations were related in As-Sahih - Sahih Bukhari or Sahfli Muslim). 
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The Prophet's lineage is clearly documented in books of history; 
every one of his fathers is known all the way back until 'Adnan. 
And even though historians disagree about the names of 
' Adnan' s forefathers, they agree that 'Adnan — and by 
extension the Prophet H — was a direct descendant of the 
Prophet Ibrahim In Al-Bidayah Wan-Nihayah, Ibn Kathir (May 
Allah have mercy on him) describes the Prophet's lineage all the 
way back until Adam in Zdd Al-Ma'dd, however, Ibn Al- 
Qayyim (May Allah have mercy on him) pointed out that scholars 
of genealogy agree about the names of the Prophet's forefathers 
up until 'Adnan, who was a direct descendant of Ibrahim but 
they disagree about how many of ' Adnan' s forefathers separated 
him from Ibrahim Keeping in mind that the word "ibn" 

[1] Refer to Al-Bidayah Wan-Nihayah, by Ibn Kathir (2/195); and to Seerah Ibn 
Hisham (1/1). Having enumerated all of the Prophet's forefathers until Adnan, 
Ibn Al-Qayyim wrote in Zdd Al-Ma'dd (1/71), "Until here the Prophet's lineage 
is known for certain, and is a point of agreement among genealogists. Who 
comes after 'Adnan is a point of disagreement among scholars, who, however. 
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means "son of/' here then is the Prophet's full name and lineage: 
Muhammad ibn 'Abdullah ibn 'Abdul-Muttalib ibn Hashim ibn 
' Abd-Manaf ibn Qusai ibn Kilab ibn Murrah ibn Ka'ab ibn Luaiy ibn 
Ghalib ibn Faihr ibn Malik ibn An-Nadr ibn Kinanah ibn 
Khuzaimah ibn Mudrikah ibn Hyas ibn Mudar ibn Nizar ibn 
Mu'idd ibn 'Adnan. [1] 

The Prophet 0 was the best from the best, as is made clear in this 
Hadith: 

b* jJ j °^jA tolls’ <il)l jl* 

J* b* tj, t^U ^ j* toll5 

"Verily, Allah chose Kinanah from the children of Isma'il; He 
chose Quraishfrom Kinanah ; from Quraish He chose the children 
of Hashim; and from the children of Hashim He chose 

The Prophet s§g was bom during the "Year of the Elephant/' or the 
year during which Abraha led an army towards Makkah with the 
intention of bringing down the Ka'bah. [3] More precisely, he 0 
was bom on a Monday, in the month of Rabi'ul Awwal, [41 in the 

do agree that 'Adrian is from the children of Isma'il 5$p. And Isma'il IP — at 
least according to the correct view that is held by scholars from the 
Companions, the Tabi'oon (the generation that followed the generation of 
the Companions), and those that came afterwards — is "The Slaughtered One 
(i.e., the one that Ibrahim sp, during a dream, was commanded to slaughter)." 

[1] Al-Bukhari (along with Ibn Hajar's famous commentary, Al-Fath), the Book of 
the Ansar' s Virtues; chapter, "The Sending of the Prophet jig," before Hadith 
number: 3851. 

[2] Muslim (2276). 

P1 Abraha of course failed in the attempt; the point here is that, because of the 
significance of his failed attempt, and because his army was accompanied by 
elephants. The year during which he tried to destroy the Ka'bah became 
famously known as the "Year of the Elephant." 

[4] It is widely and correctly accepted among scholars that the Prophet jg| was bom 
during the "Year of the Elephant," in the month of Rabi'ul Awwal; in fact, some 
scholars went as far as saying that there is a consensus on those two points among 
the peopleof knowledge. Refer to TahdhibAs-Seerah, by Imam An-Nawawi (pg. 20). 
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vear 571 CE. It is an established fact; in an authentic Hadith, the 
Prophet 0, while responding to a question about why he 0 fasted 
on Mondays, said, "It was on this [day] that I was born, and it was 
on this [day] that revelation came down to me." 111 The exact date of 
the Prophet's birth, on the other hand, is not known for certain; 
scholars have put forth a number of views: some say he was born on 
the 2 nd of Rabi'ul Awwal; others, that he was bom 8 days after the 
beginning of the month; others still, that he was bom after the 
passing of seventeen days; and yet others, that he was born on the 
1 2 th of the month. Two of these views stand out as being not only the 
most widely-held, but also the most likely to be correct. The first is 
that the Prophet 0 was born after eight days expired from the 
month of Rabi'ul Awwal; this view was defended by Ibn ' Abdul- 
Barr, [21 who said that it was the more clearly established [view] by 
way of authentic accounts. The second is that he was born on the 
12 th of Rabi'ul Awwal; regarding this view, Ibn Kathir said, "This is 
the opinion that is held by the majority of scholars." [3] In his 
famous biography of the Prophet #g, Ibn Ishaq stated with certainty 
that this latter view is correct. 141 

The Prophet 0 died at the age of 63. Forty of those years took 
place prior to his prophethood, and the remaining 23 years he 
spent as a Prophet and Messenger. He 0 became a Prophet with 
the revelation of Iqra (i.e., chapter " Al-'Alaq " of the Qur'an), and 
then he was officially made a Messenger with the revelation of 
chapter " Al-Muddaththir.” His hometown was Makkah, but then 
later, because of how he was persecuted by his fellow tribesmen, 
he 0 was forced to migrate to Al-Madinah. 

Allah M sent the Prophet 0 with a mission that had two primary — 
and complementary — goals: The first was to warn people not to 
associate partners with Allah $f in worship, and the second was to 

tl] Muslim (2/820). 

[2) Refer to Al-Bidayah Wan-Nihayah (2/260). 

[3] Refer to Al-Bidayah Wan-Nihayah (2/260). 

141 Seerah Ibn Hisham (1/171). 
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According to the narration of Imam Muslim, the Prophet ig§ said: 

# U I (j - 4 11 

"Whoever does an act [ pertaining to matters of worship] that is 
not from our affair (i.e. that is not from the established teachings 
of the Qur'an and Sunnah), then he (and his act of innovation) is 
rejected. 

3) As can be appreciated from the focus of the first thirteen years 
of his mission, the primary duties of the Prophet gji were to 
invite people to embrace Islamic Monotheism (Tawhid), to 
save them from the evil of polytheism, to bring them from the 
darkness of sins to the light of good deeds, and to steer them 
away from ignorance and towards knowledge. In short, 
anything that is good and noble, he has ordered us to follow 
and embrace; and anything that is evil and wicked, he has 
commanded us to avoid and shim. May the peace and 
blessings of Allah ffl be upon him. 

$ $ $ $ $ 


Chapter 2 


His Upbringing 


Both of his parents having died by the time he was only six years 
old, the Prophet m grew up as an orphan. As difficult as the life of 
an orphan usually is, Allah M blessed the Prophet M,, providing 
him with refuge, the love and care of his uncle, and all of his basic 
material needs. 

His father, 'Abdullah, died while he was still in his mother's 
womb. After he was bom, he was nursed for a number of days by 
Thuwaibah} 1] who was a servant of Abu Lahab. Then the Prophet 
3g was sent away to be cared for in the pure atmosphere of the 
desert, and there he was nursed by Halimah As-Sa'diyyah. The 
Prophet #| remained under the care of Halimah, and in the 
company of the Banu Sa'ad tribe, for approximately four years. It 
was during his stay with Halimah that he underwent the first 
major step towards becoming a Prophet i|§. It was a preparatory 
and highly symbolic step, one that involved the literal washing of 


[1] Refer to Risdlah At-Tahdhir Minal-Bid'ah, by our noble and esteemed Shaikh, 
'Abdul-' Aziz ibn 'Abdullah ibn Baz (May Allah have mercy on him). 


1,1 Al-Bukhdri (along with Ibn Hajr's famous commentary, Al-Fath) (9/124). 




28 A Mercy To The Universe 


his heart; and it was a miraculous occurrence that took place in 
the presence of a group of children from the Banu Sa'ad tribe. In a 
narration that is related in Sahfh Muslim, Anas ibn Malik said, 
"While the Messenger of Allah ^ was playing with some other 
boys, Jibril S® came to him, took him, forced him to the ground, 
and split him open, revealing his heart. Jibril extracted his heart, 
removed from it a blood clot, and said, 'This is the portion of 
Shaitan (the Devil) in you.' He then washed the heart with Zamzam 
water in a basin made of gold. He then joined the heart together, 
and returned it to its place. The children hurried off to his mother 
— i.e. nursing suckling mother. They said to her, 'Verily, 
Muhammad has been killed.' They went to him and found that 
his color had changed (though he was otherwise fine)." Anas 4* 
said, "I used to see the marks of that stitching on his chest." 

Halimah loved the Prophet £gj a great deal; her life changed 
completely after she took it upon herself to nurse him, for Allah $f 
then blessed her with more than sufficient sustenance. Keeping 
the Prophet was in Halimah' s best self-interest, she loved him 
too much to think selfishly about her own comfort and material 
well-being. After the above-mentioned incident took place, she 
became afraid for the Prophet sg, and felt that it was no longer 
safe for him to stay with her. And so she decided to return the 
Prophet to his mother, Aminah bint Wahb. 

Later on, Aminah took the Prophet #§ with her to Al-Madinah, 
where she was going in order to visit her brothers. During their 
return journey to Makkah, at a place called Al-Abwa, Aminah 
died. At the time, the Prophet s|| was 6 years, 3 months, and 10 
days old. pl 


[1] Muslim (261) (162). Also, refer to Ibn Kathir's Al-Bidayah Wan-Nihdyah, to the 
edition that contains the commentary of Dr. 'Abdullah ibn ' Abdul-Muhsin At- 
Turki (3/413). 

[2] Al-Bidayah Wan-Nihdyah (4/423); Al-Fusool Fee Seeratir-Rasool s§„ by Ibn Kathir 
(pg. 92). Both of the Prophet's parents died while being upon the polytheist 
faith of the Quraish — refer to Sahih Muslim (203). 
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Even though the Prophet M, was an orphan, he never lacked the 
love and care that every child needs. Whenever he would lose one 
loving caregiver, Allah $g would replace that caregiver with 
another who loved hi m just as much. With the death of his 
mother, he Ig was taken and cared for by his grandfather, the 
eminent chieftain, 'Abdul-Muttalib. For the next two years of his 
life, the Prophet #§ enjoyed the healthy and loving atmosphere of 
his grandfather's home. 'Abdul-Muttalib saw in the Prophet j§| 
signs of greatness, and he took special care of him; for instance, he 
allowed the Prophet j|§, instead of his many sons, to sit beside him 
on his mat in front of the Ka'bah. Then, with his death imminent, 
'Abdul-Muttalib ordered that his grandson be placed in the 
custody of his uncle Abu Talib. The Prophet #§, who was eight 
years old at the time, could not have been placed under the care of 
a better guardian — a guardian that cared for and protected him 
not just as a child, and not just as a young adult, but also during 
the difficult early years of his prophethood. 

'Abu Talib loved the Prophet ig deeply, so much, in fact, that 
despite remaining a polytheist, he supported the Prophet j|§ 
during the most difficult years of his prophethood — the years 
during which he faced constant persecution at the hands of the 
Quraish. Abu Talib was motivated by avuncular love, and not by 
faith in his nephew's mission; that being said, he did know deep 
down in his heart that his nephew was preaching the truth. But 
even his love for the Prophet #| and his inner convictions were not 
enough to counteract his overriding loyalty to the ways, customs, 
and beliefs of his forefathers. As such, despite being a staunch 
supporter of the Prophet «i|, Abu Talib died a polytheist. 

Because of the ultimate justice of Allah H, not all polytheists are 
the same. Some will suffer more than others in the Hellfire; some 
will be in the Hellfire' s lowest depths, while others will be in a 
shallower, but still horrible, part of the Hellfire. The Prophet's 
intercession will decrease, but not cancel out completely, Abu 
Talib' s punishment in the Hellfire. The Prophet i§ said; 
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W I^JXj <ul il)U O ji.laj Lo ^y> ljjt>-)) 

"Take from good deeds those that you are able to perform, for 
indeed, Allah $g does not become bored until you become 
bored. " [1] 2 


(To become weary and bored are qualities that are impossible for 
Allah $g, given His complete perfection; the Prophet used this 
wording in a figurative sense; the Hadith therefore means: 'Allah 


cuts off a person's rewards when that person gets bored of doing 
good deeds.' So here, in a figurative sense, the Prophet M, 
replaced the words 'Allah cuts off a person's rewards' with the 


word 'bored.' And Allah knows best.) 

In another Hadith, the Prophet said, 

U AXa IjjU Aj Uj 4XP 

"Stay away from all that I have commanded you not to do. As for 
the things I have ordered you to do, do what you are able to 
perform . " I2] 

if* 


[1] Refer to Tahdhib As-Seerah An-Nabawiyyah, by Imam An-Nawawi (pg. 56); to 
Mukhtasar As-Seerah An-Nabawiyyah, by Al-Hafidh 'Abdul-Ghani AI-Maqdasi 
(pg. 77); to Huqooy Al-Mustafa, by Qadi 'Iyadh (1/77-215); and Mukhtasar Ash- 
Shama.il Al-Muhammadiyyah, by At-Tirmidhi (pgs. 112-188). 

[2] Bukhari (7288) and Muslim (2619). 



His Worship 


1) To be sure, the Prophet sg§ was an ideal leader and example 
after which all Muslims should pattern their lives. Allah 3£ 
said: 

O* j. a:..,,.->- ajil <j. 

"Indeed in the Messenger of Allah (Muhammad) you have a 
good example to follow for him who hopes in (the Meeting with) 
Allah and the Last Day and remembers Allah much.” (Qur'an 
33:21) 

A person who wants to be a good example for others must 
translate his words into actions; one cannot, for instance, preach 
generosity while being a miser. That is why the Prophet ^ was 
such an ideal example: In all aspects of his life, he #§ was a role 
model through his actions and deeds. This principle applied to 
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A Mercy To The Universe 


"What do I have to do with this world? The example of me and 
this world is nothing more than the example of a rider who 
traveled on a hot day, who sought shade underneath a tree for an 
hour, and who then got up and left it (the tree)." [1] 

The Lessons and Morals of This Section 

1) Prophets came not to gather wealth or gain power, but to 
guide people to the Truth - to take them out of darkness and to 
bring them into the light. 

2) Although the Prophet sg could have had as much wealth as he 
wanted, he jg took from this world nothing more than his 
basic needs. 

3) The Prophet jg did not depend on other human beings for 
help, which is why, rather than go to his Companions fa for 
help, he jg took out a loan from a Jewish man and gave him his 
armor as collateral. 

4) The Prophet jg endured many hardships, such as when, for 
two months straight, he «g and his family fa survived on dates 
and water, since they had nothing to cook. 

O Allah, send prayers and salutations on Muhammad as long as 

night follows day, and day follows night. And I ask Allah, the Most- 

High, the All-Mighty, to make us from among the Prophet's sincere 

followers, and to make us join his company in the Hereafter. 


Musnad Ahmad (6/154). InAl-BidayahWan-Nihayah (5/284), IbnKathir wrote, "Its 
chain is good." A t-Tirmidhi (1377) and Ibn Mdjah (4109) related it as well. Refer also 
to Al-Ahadith As-Sahihah (439) and Sahih At-Tirmidhi (2/280). 



His #| Rights Over the People of His W. Nation 


As Muslims, it is our duty to know about the numerous rights the 
Prophet sg has over us. He came to this world in order to do his 
best to save all of us from the Hellfire. Day and night, he jg 
invited people to embrace the truth; with every breath he took, he 
jg tried to further the cause of Islam; and in all of his dealings 
with Muslims, he 2gj showed mercy to them, always doing what 
was in their best interests. Since he jg fulfilled the rights Muslims 
have over him, it only makes sense that we as Muslims must 
strive to fulfill the rights he has over us. 

Among the rights he 3 g has over us are the following: We must 
believe in everything he sg came with; we must obey him; we 
must not only turn to him in our disputes, we must also accept 
and be pleased with his final judgment; we must give him his due 
respect, without exaggerating his qualities and without giving 
him anything less than the respect he 3g deserves; we must follow 
him, by taking him as an ideal role model in all of our affairs; we 
must support his Religion and defend his Sunnah ; and we must 
send Prayers upon him. The Prophet sg said. 



